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I. THE ROOT OF THEIR DIVISION: The Flesh, vv. 1-3a. 

A. Understanding the Context:
1. The Historic Aorist in verses 1 & 2, “And I, brethren,

could not speak to you as to spiritual men, . . . 2 I gave
you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able
to receive it. . .”

The historic aorist points back to the time when the Corinthians were
just beginners in the Christian Faith. It refers to previous personal
contact, whether by letter or visit, that Paul had with the Corinthians.
Paraphrase with the historic aorist in view: 

And I, brethren, [in my previous communication with you] could not
speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in
Christ [because you were just babes in Christ]. 2 I gave you milk to
drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it [because
you were just beginners in the Christian Faith].  Indeed, even now
[after some time and to your shame] you are not yet able,

2. The Terms in verses 1-3
a. Spiritual, v. 1– Gk pneumatikos: of or characterized

by the Holy Spirit; especially of the mature, cf. 2:15.
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b. Flesh, v. 1– Gk sarkinos: made of flesh or
characteristic of this world and its attributes and
concerns as opposed to the supernatural.

c. Fleshly, v. 3– Gk sarkikos: fleshly or belonging to the
realm of the flesh; characteristically of this world and
its attributes.

B. Understanding the Corinthians
The Corinthians thought themselves as “spiritual mature.” In reality,
they were “infants” because of their division.

1. The Corinthians were thinking like people of this
present age!

2. The Corinthians were behaving like the people of this
present age!

II. THE RESULTS OF THEIR DIVISIONS: Jealousy, strife and
schisms, vv. 3b-4.
A. Jealousy– rivalry, resentment. 
B. Strife – quarreling, discord .

Jealousy is an emotional resentment, an inner attitude of rivalry that
arises in man. Strife is the outward expression results from jealousy.

III. THE REMEDY TO THEIR DIVISION: Focus on God
through the Lord, vv. 5-9..

A. Focus on the Lord of Opportunities.
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B. Focus on the God of Growth.
C. Focus on God’s Rewardable Work. 

IV. APPLICATIONS
A. Stop Thinking Like the World.
B. Stop Behaving Like the World.
C. Start Focusing on God.
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